
Spiritual Directors International (SDI) has programed for 
this 2022 nothing less than 3 pilgrimages of 10 days 
each, with 19 to 24 pilgrims each experience. Young and 
not “that young” pilgrims gather on the Way of Saint 
Ignatius, reviving their own knowledge of Ignatius, 

learned through multiple lectures, and rooted on his Autobiography. It 
has been a great experience to live on the steps of Ignatius, bringing 
together the flesh of the Ignatian Way to the bones of the read 
literature and theorical classes. For some of the pilgrims, after more 
than 30 years as a spiritual director following the Ignatian spirituality, 
this was their first time in Spain and in the Ignatian places. Although 
Covid gave us a very hard time, we could live fully the experience of the 
pilgrimage and the evaluation was most satisfactory. 
 
Some posts can help to get the feeling of the pilgrimage: 
 
David: «Say thank you for the peregrinaje with you Fr. Joseph and all 
the members of our community—from Bilbao all the way to 
Barcelona. The pilgrimage was an unexpected surprise for me, and I am 
so grateful to have had this opportunity to come to know Ignatius, in a whole new light. Thank you for the beautiful 
liturgies and insights you shared with us along the way, I will always remember this. I pray the pilgrimage will 
continue to have influence and impact in our lives for years to come. What you have accomplished in your tireless 
efforts to provide this Camino Ignaciano experience to so many pilgrims, is such a gift to humanity. Our world so 
much needs the Way and the Ways of Ignatius. Blessings to you in all your future journeys. It was an experience we 
will of course never forget.» 
 

 
Pilgrimage always binds the group into a new family. One 
pilgrim had a bad fall and broke her ankle and wrist and 
she had to flight back to USA to be treated and endure 
the surgery. She was broken like Ignatius, 500 years after: 
I took the day off from correspondence and simply BE 
will all that has happened in the last two week. To sit 
with my husband, walk some more in my neighborhood 
and listen. I am so grateful to each of you for the many 
gifts you gave me throughout our time together.  I hope 
all of you had safe travels home. Some days after the 
operation, I am still overwhelmed by God’s grace… your 
thoughts, your prayers, your love.  I know your prayers; I 
hope you all sense mine in your daily lives. I’m healing 
physically, emotionally, and indeed, spiritually. Of course, 
I’m still attempting to make sense of this healing 

journey.  The only clarity I have about what happened is the moment I fell is when my spiritual transformation 
began. More God work to do! 
  
 
Another pilgrim, Christine, enjoying the quiet silence of the Manresa Retreat Center, at the end of the pilgrimage, 
writes this:  
«This morning it felt good to get to my quiet prayer space, but I just looked at my journal having no idea what to 
write. What did I just experience? I didn't even know what was inside of me. I decided to write a gratitude list and I 
wanted to share it with you (the shortened version because we are all tired....)  
I am grateful...  
1. I had the means - both money and time - to afford this pilgrimage.  
2. My family supported me and understood the importance of me going.  
3. For each and every one of you who created a safe space for me to be a participant and freely share.  
4. For Darlene and the comfort she provided to go outside of my comfort zone, knowing she was there holding my 
grieving heart.  
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5. For Jose Luis and his care and love for St. 
Ignatius and passion to create this special 
pilgrimage in a way that invites people into 
the world of St. Ignatius through walking, 
teaching, praying, and mass - mind, body, 
and soul - in order to experience our own 
conversion stories.  
6.For Honora's beautiful, joyous, fun, and 
loving spirit. Thank you for the beautiful way 
you ministered to us while walking with us.  
7. For my Catholic faith that provides so 
many images, saints, and different orders 
(especially the Mercy Sisters and Jesuits!) 
that allow for different ways and different 
paths to seek and experience God. And 
especially for the paths that acknowledge the 
beauty in masculine AND feminine 
spirituality. 

8. For the Holy Trinity that provides a wide variety of ways to access God's love - Divine energy, personal, familiar, 
friend, cosmic and mystical.  
9. For the spontaneous singing during the different masses - those moments truly felt like angels holding me within a 
comforting rhythm of love.  
10. For St. Ignatius and my son Peter who both seemed to be inviting me to a new awareness and deeper love for 
Jesus and Mary. » 

 
 
The grace of the pilgrimage is to unfold a new understanding once 
back home: a new life inside of the old one: 
«On my walk yesterday morning, there was a familiar feeling of 
being home as well as something very new and different. I realized 
how each one of you helped me to have a more intimate 
relationship with Jesus. It was another Arantzazu moment ~ 
surprise! This journey has touched me in so many ways, and I am 
so very grateful. 
Through our prayers, challenges, conversations, communion, and 
presence, I feel a new way of walking with Jesus. These are some of 
the gifts I received, how I saw your ways of reflecting Christ into 
the world and into my heart:  tender-hearted, determined, the 
eyes of Mary, steadfast, joy and laughter, accepting, curious, 
focused, gentle, listener, friend, devoted and loyal. It is comforting 
to feel all of these as we all integrate back to our lives after such an 
amazing pilgrimage.» 
 
 
Sometimes it is difficult to evaluate the pilgrimage because the 
heart is so full of experiences, that it is complicated to express… 

but some have that gift: 
«Went for my first walk today and felt instantly connected to the pilgrimage rhythm. Loved that. 
This pilgrimage, Camino Ignaciano, was more than I could have dreamed. Going into it, I didn't know what to expect 
other than some of the details of where we would be traveling and some other logistics. It is hard to put into words 
exactly what happened. The story of this little boy from the Basque country, Iñigo, came alive for us through the 
sharing of our guide, Josep Iriberri. The information was rich and easy to follow, immersing us into the world of this 
boy who became St. Ignatius. The pacing allowed for much ground to be covered and yet there was contemplative 
space to rest and process, room for our hearts to crack open. I felt it was the perfect balance of being 
uncomfortable, stretched, and held at the same time.  
Prayer was woven throughout, and the Masses were particularly special and intimate. Josep was amazing as he went 
from planning, leading, at our side, following, and always patiently listening, to bringing us all together in 
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communion. I was particularly struck when we were all invited 
to the table. For me, it felt how Jesus shepherded. Sister 
Honora Nicholson, with her loving and joyful presence, was a 
trusted spiritual companion as well. They were the perfect 
team to guide us through this transformational journey. 
The accommodations were lovely and meals thoughtfully 
chosen. Walks were long though we always had the option to 
rest or take the bus. Once, as the dark clouds loomed in the 
distance, the bus seemed to almost miraculously appear to 
pick us up! I realize this pilgrimage was possible due to a lot of 
hard work and dedication to spreading God's love in the world. 
Being a pilgrim on the Camino Ignaciano has reminded me that 
I am a pilgrim everywhere. It isn't just what dreams are made 
of; it can be a reality, a new way of being in the every day. 
Though there is still much for me to process, I can already say 
this has changed me in ways I did not know possible. This 
surprise is a precious gift, and I am just so very grateful. For 
the opportunity to be able to experience this, for all the 
people who made it possible at SDI and the Jesuit's Pilgrim 
Office, for my fellow pilgrims reflecting Christ's light...thank 
you! Even through the unfortunate fall of our fellow friend and 
pilgrim, Gail, everyone was there in solidarity, taking care of 
one another and literally lifting her up. We all continue to 
support her and pray for her recovery. I am reminded of the 

metaphor shared in one of Josep's homilies and represented on the floor of St. Ignatius's cave, the sunflower, always 
turning toward the sun. Humbly, I turn as I journey on. ����� 
Thank you again to all those who helped make this happen. I pray it continues for more pilgrims.» (Carol) 
 
 
One pilgrim lives the experience of 
communion with all the pilgrims once back 
at home: 
«I am in awe of the rippling effects of this 
journey.  Each of us has changed.  We are 
humbled by the experience, yet vulnerable 
to share it with others.  As I integrated 
stories of the pilgrimage into a retreat I 
facilitated this weekend, other lives have 
been changed.  I spoke of walking a journey 
one step at a time, one day at a time. 
So, praying this morning – at  the gym, with 
my eyes closed, it's easier to forget the pain 
that way – I suddenly saw all of you appear 
to me. Never has the concept of holding 
someone in prayer been so clear!  Each of 
you were wearing your finest walking 
clothes, but more importantly, each of you 
were arrayed in the gift of the Spirit, the charism, that I felt from you during our time together. It was a joy and a 
comfort to see each of you, maybe even as God sees you, to again feel a part of the whole. And as I gazed on your 
lovely faces, I saw the look of love that come from Jesus when I turn to Him in prayer.  Know of my continued 
thoughts and prayers, and my continued desire to spend time in your presence again.  What a blessing each of you 
are to all those around you.»   
 
 
Often the pilgrim has to wait to the end of the pilgrimage to live the most interesting and profound spiritual gifts:  
«So, mainly I wanted to thank you for such a rich experience on the Camino. It would not have been nearly as good 
to do alone. I am so grateful for all the information that Fr. José shared with us; the stories really came alive for me, 
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and I learned so much. It wasn't just the knowledge though. I really feel something new inside my heart. I met Jesus 
in a way I didn't expect. There were moments in my prayer, specifically at Manresa, when I felt Jesus's love despite 
my admission of weakness and questioning my feelings. That prayer experience still brings me comfort. I don't think I 
can really go there to explain to anyone. Some things are best left unsaid. But it is something I treasure. 
And not only were there times of this deep connection, it was just a lot of fun! I enjoyed laughing and the balance of 
lightness. That was important to me, too.» 
 
 
 
At night, last reflection from a pilgrim, Leslie, at the end of the pilgrimage in Manresa at the Cave: 
«Okay Pilgrims, are you ready?   
At the heart of every pilgrim lies an embedded desire to seek God… It is a seed God plants in every heart… aware, we 
nurture and attend to it through Christ.  
St. Ignatius’ prayer, “Let me know you Lord because I want to follow you” is the seed that germinated his pilgrimage.  
Through the eyes of Mother Mary, her witness of the stations of the cross, she shows us that it is possible to receive 
this mystery of death so real and complete… as well as the awe and gratitude for how her son transforms the power 
of death... revealing the miracle of God… the everlasting life given to us.  
The invitation of Christ through his resurrection… “remain in me,” is given to us daily. The only answer is to receive 
this gift and abide in him. This is the rebirth Mother Mary was given at the cross and the rebirth we are given daily 
into a new life, a new hope, a new love, and the discovery of The Great Secret (a poem by Hafiz):  
“God was full of Wine last night, so full of Wine… That He let a great secret slip. He said: ‘There is no person on this 
earth who needs a pardon from Me… For there is really no such thing, no such thing as sin!’ The Beloved has gone 
completely Wild… He has poured Himself into us! We are Blissful and Drunk and Overflowing… Dear World, draw life 
from our Sweet Bodies… Dear wayfaring souls, come drink your fill of liquid rubies, for God has made our hearts an 
Eternal Fountain!”. » 
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