
 500 years after, on March 2022! “Experience Íñigo 500” 

This pilgrimage was intended to be the replica of the 

one that Ignatius did in 1522, 500 years ago, arriving to 

Manresa on the very same day as he did: afternoon 

March 25th. We were a group of pilgrims from many 

different places: Italy, Cuba, Colombia, USA, Britain, 

Spain, Singapore… Different people, different cultures 

but the understanding was perfect! The youngest in its 

40s and the oldest in its 80s. Wonderful mixture!! In 

winter, trying not to walk in the difficult mountains, but 

trying to keep the sense of the pilgrimage for more 

than two weeks of experience. Prayer, sharing and 

liturgies, along with the Autobiography and the 

Spiritual Exercises, was a combination that brought to 

every pilgrim to the best experience as a walker’s, 

disciples du Christ. Pain and penance were with us at some 

moments, not just under the cold rain but in the long 

distances as well. Tendinitis was an obstacle difficult to 

overcome. But we did it, and we arrived with great joy to 

the end of our pilgrimage in Manresa at the day scheduled.  

At our arrival, 500 years after Íñigo de Loyola, we could 

enjoy a magnificent coral concert form the music school of 

the Monserrat Monastery at the Basilica of La Seu. This is 

one of the close to 100 events that are programmed for this 

In next posts you are going to find some comments about 

the experience. 

 

THE IGNATIAN CAMINO FOUND ME! (Carol) “Experience 

Íñigo 500” 1 

Recently, a friend asked how did I find the Camino Ignaciano?  

Surprising me was my blurted response, “I didn’t!  It found 

me!!”  (Actually, my Spring 2022 travel plan was set for 

Amsterdam’s celebrated Tulip Festival…)  However, in late 

January a call came from my dear friend Karen, a very 

experienced Camino enthusiast, inviting me to join her for the 

“Inigo 500” in honor of St Ignatius of Loyola.  Having never 

undertaken any Camino, I was excited but anxious. But soon I 

came to realize I was being “called” to this pilgrimage. Despite 

my fears and misgivings -- 265 Km?? Will knees hold up? 

Sleeping bags? -- I finally knew I had to do it.  As one of my 

family’s four generations educated by Jesuits and enriched by 

their friendships since early 1900’s, I’ve long been drawn to 

Ignatian values. Here was a unique Lenten opportunity – in 

making Inigo’s own spiritual pilgrimage -- to delve into his life 

and faith.  
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Every morning, with backpacks on, we began 

our walk with prayer, a pilgrim song and two 

hours of silent reflection as we traversed quiet, 

often empty landscapes that still look as they 

did in 1522 when Ignatius made his journey. 

Challenging walks! 15 to 20+ miles a day - lots 

of steep hills and mountains. Hostels, sleeping 

bags, bunk beds…even a homeless shelter one 

night. But it also included beautiful Spring 

scenery (newborn lambs, flowering almond 

trees), sublime Basque and Catalan cuisine, 

wines of Rioja. It was the experience of a 

lifetime and one I will forever draw on - full of 

spiritual, artistic, cultural, and historical riches. 

A grace of this pilgrimage was to bring many 

dear ones, and their needs, with me.  It was 

both a joy and a strength to carry my loved ones - living and deceased- along the way,  in my thoughts, prayers and 

heart as we trod the mountains and plains. I carried a small reminder of each person – a photo, handkerchief, a holy 

card – to feel each one was truly “on the road” with me, receiving the same blessings as I was.  

To travel as a pilgrim, in the path of Ignatius’ personal journey to his revolutionary spirituality --which has had such 

an enormous global effect -- was truly a “once in a lifetime” opportunity.  

To read more go to https://caminoignaciano.org/en/a-spiritual-pilgrimage-500-years-after-ignatius/  

BEING A PILGRIM ON THE IGNATIAN WAY. (Natalie) “Experience Íñigo 500” 2 

That evening, after our first meal together, we gathered in a large circle in the chapel of the Pedro Arrupe Hotel. 

Excitement and nervousness were in the air as we introduced ourselves and shared our desires, as well as our fears. 

It was clear that God had drawn each one here through the particular circumstances of our lives. For some, the 

pandemic had kept them waiting for two years for this day. We had travelled from the USA, Singapore, Italy, Spain, 

the Netherlands, Cuba, Colombia, and Belgium, and ranged in age from 41 to 82. For the next two weeks, we were 

going to be companions on the Ignatian Way, brothers and sisters in Christ following Jesus.  

Going on pilgrimage is an adventure. An adventure with God and others. One could say that to expect the 

unexpected is a good way of proceeding. The 

unexpected, both the welcome and not so 

welcome. Only God knew what the days to 

come would hold for us, individually and 

collectively. We were in His hands.  

From Loyola in the Basque region to Manresa 

in Catalunya, the landscape varies 

enormously. Green mountains, river valleys, 

vineyards in dry, sienna brown soil, the open 

undulating plateau of Los Monegros, great 

expanses of fruit orchards. In March, the vines 

looked unpromising without any new growth, 

but the peach orchards were like great 

splashes of bright pink along our route. The 

landscape informed and shaped my 

conversations with God as I journeyed, along 

with the suggested grace, reflections, scripture, and prayers for each day. The Psalmist writes: “The earth is the 

Lord’s and everything in it” (Psalm 24:1). It seemed to me that everywhere I looked, the Lord was speaking to me: 
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the small, shrivelled apple revealing something of my own heart; the spiky, sharp plant reminding me of Jesus’ 

passion and death; the beauty of wildflowers and birdsong that filled the air, leading me to praise our Lord and 

Creator.  

To read more go to https://caminoignaciano.org/en/following-in-the-footsteps-of-inigo-500-years-after-him/  

WAITING TWO YEARS! (Magdalene) “Experience Íñigo 500” 3 

Finally, after a 2-year wait in God’s timing: My sister & I arrive (without Covid) at Loyola! 

The first few days of the Camino were feelings of awe, 

anticipation and openness as I looked at the rolling hills, river 

and mini waterfalls of the Basque country. The long and dark 

tunnels with sunlight at the end reminded me to keep moving 

towards the light. I found myself struggling to keep up with the 

faster pace of my companions as I did not physically prepare for 

the Camino. However I was encouraged in that day's Scripture 

(Is 55 "come to me...." and He will "water the earth, making it 

bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to 

the eater"). My legs were so sore, but I trust that the Lord who 

brought me here will help me to complete it. 

On the walk to Logroño, I felt the love of God through my sister 

& fellow companion. She was very kind and generous to me, 

showing her care for me every step of the way as I plodded. 

God's words "You keep watch over my steps... your right hand 

will keep me" (Ps 139) and "I was guiding Ephraim’s footsteps" 

(Hos 11) sustained me whenever I felt like stopping. 

Over the days, our walk was slowly increasing in difficulty in 

terms of distance and terrain (semi-desert). However as I 

looked at the gravel under my feet, I was fascinated by the 

colorful stones that looked like gems of gold, ruby, quartz and 

opal. It certainly made the walk more fun as I kept looking at them. "Lord, you alone are my rock and my salvation" 

(Ps 62). I also realised that it's much easier to walk in the 

footsteps of someone who has gone ahead of me :) 

To read more go to https://caminoignaciano.org/en/ignatian-

camino-march-1522-2022/  

 

LONGING TO WALK THE CAMINO IGNACIANO ON THE JUBILEE! 

(Monica) “Experience Íñigo 500” 4 

I left home with great joy in my heart, inhabited by a deep 

sense of gratitude. I tried not to have any expectations. 

Life has taught me that it is often our expectations that 

cheat us, that prevent us from recognizing and enjoying 

the gifts present in the reality. The only thing that worried 

me a bit was my physical unpreparedness. 

The Camino crosses woods, countryside, hills, mountains, 

villages, towns. It brings together nature and culture; 

silence and W/word; Creator, creation, creatures. It is an 

experience that reactivates and ignites the senses of the 
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body; it helps you to savor what the Lord gives in matter in 

its primary state and that then the extraordinary ability of 

man can transform. From the springtime rejoicing of the 

fields in bloom, to the jubilation in the wine glasses that an 

ancient wisdom transmits from generation to generation, 

just to give an example. 

The Camino simplifies, awakens, cleanses the eye, 

educates, heals... You are forced to leave behind the 

superfluous, the useless weights that prevent you from 

moving forward. And not only the physical ones! Then 

your companions, with their care and attention, remind 

you that there is no real happiness if it is not shared. 

To read more go to https://caminoignaciano.org/en/after-the-

camino-ignaciano-500/  

 

SHARING TO OTHERS ONCE BACK HOME! (Andrew) 

“Experience Íñigo 500” 5 

Thank you so much for the Camino Ignaciano. I'm still relishing my mountaintop experiences with God. 

I'm journaling as I try to recall and relive the incredible experience. I've also shared my experience with a Jesuit 

priest, who is helping me to unpack it and see the God-experiences. He encouraged me to keep journaling and to 

read the autobiography of St Ignatius. The Ignatian Camino experience can transform the way I view and deal with 

everyday life. 

I don't think I can fully cover my spiritual walk 

as I'm still discovering as I look through my 

journal, pictures, reading materials, etc.  

 

 

AMDG… Ad Maiorem Dei Gloriam… 

Tor the greater Glory of God,  

as Saint Ignatius used to say! 

 

 

 

 

 

LET’S SAY IT IN SHORT: THANK YOU! (Magdalene) “Experience Íñigo 500” 6 

 
The Ignatian Camino for me is physically trying, but the spiritual journey was awesome- I experienced God’s 
love, the downs (sinfulness) and ups (forgiveness) as we make our way to Manresa. I like the interior silence, 
spiritual exercises and scripture verses that connected me with God. Even the places, food, weather and 
accommodation created the mood and reflected the spiritual journey I was undertaking. I admire my Camino 
companions: the child-like 78-year old Alfredo & the determined 82-year old Robert. I’m very glad to have Fr Josep 
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as our Camino guide and spiritual director! I’m just amazed at his confidence in us, pilgrims- challenging us to use 
the dirt road less travelled! I will miss listening to him, his sense of humor and wonderful storytelling. I learnt 
so much about St Ignatius and Jesuit saints like St Francis Xavier, St Joseph Pignatelli and St Peter Claver. It’s a 
spiritual retreat worth waiting for.  

 

 

Memorial of the greatest illumination of Ignatius of Loyola in Manresa 


