Walking on fire, experiencing the value of overcoming our pain
CLC, Philippines
Two first weeks of
June 2019. Still not
too hot. The CLCs
come as a team but
with some lay
people invited as
well to live the
experience
of
pilgrimage
and
prayer
together.
They do not know
each other, but this is pilgrimage: making friends while sharing rooms and meals together. From Loyola it is clear that
they want to go deep on their new awareness about Ignatius and his spirituality: this is the axis of their pilgrimage.
Visiting the place of the baptism of Ignatius is already a spiritual experience: a beautiful song in tagalo closes the visit.
Arantzazu is hard, but a good training for the following day going to Urbia: overcoming obstacles, that is the reward
of the pilgrimage. Going to our limits and discovering that we
can go even further.

Beautiful landscapes helped to follow the daily
prayers that were guiding the Inner Pilgrimage. To
share the experience among pilgrims is a gift that you
can find in the Ignatian Way if you walk with a group
like this one. You learn from the experience of others.
And... more important: you keep walking when you
cannot anymore... just because of others. One of the
leaders confessed at the end of the pilgrimage the
great pain that he had to endure because of a
calcareous spur on the foot. Ignatius was not afraid
of suffering for Christ. Ignatian pilgrims shared their
pains and accepted that life is not without cross. At
the end of the pilgrimage, we reached the point of
the illumination at the top of the cliff over the
Cardener River: the monument talks about many
women and men that got the Light on their lives and were inspiring for others. Pilgrimage offers us the training to be
inspiring for others!

Wow! Who had the idea of planting roses close to the vines? The smell
was a gift to us pilgrims! We left Euskadi with the marvelous experience
of having visited the church of Santa Maria of the Kings: what a precious
piece of art! And again Navarrete, giving us the opportunity to enjoy the
Eucharist and the hospitality of Posada Ignatius. To share a delicious
paella at Comidas Begoña y Antonio was the icing on the cake!

New pilgrims from USA were added to the pilgrimage!
They had some problems to find accommodation in
Navarrete but luckily they could stay with our group that
night: we will meet again in other steps! Pilgrimage is
about walking together some steps and then follow our
own Way. Further on, we encountered two more
ignatian pilgrims from Netherlands in Verdu. More and
more pilgrims on the Camino Ignaciano following the
Sun! We were lucky: it did not rain and it was not too
much hot. Our Lady of Montserrat gave us protection!

CLC Philippines! A huge adventure to come to the
ignatian Way from that far away! But at the end of the
pilgrimage: great joy! Well... perhaps better to say huge
wonder of being finally in Manresa after so many miles
walked! So nice to walk the Saint James Way and the
Ignatian Way at the same time! The signals were helping
in both ways: sometimes following the same direction
and other times just on the opposite. No wonder pilgrims
say that the Ignatian Camino it is well marked!

Once in Manresa, visiting the Ignatian Manresa with
the help of the Tourism Office, we knew about the
challenge for 2022: the 500 years of the first
pilgrimage, the one of Ignatius, from Loyola to
Manresa. Pilgrims were already booking for that
event! That is why, perhaps, they have to start
begging at Santa Maria del Mar in Barcelona, like
Ignatius in his chapel. May he help you to come back
to his Way!

Best paella at Nuria Restaurant in the Ramblas of Barcelona to close the experience.

