One long month on the Camino Ignaciano
Campion 2 September 2019

Once again on the road! Blessed pilgrims that come to Spain
for their pilgrimage! Wonderful weather in September and
great experience. Visiting the parish, the baptismal font on
which baby Ignatius baby was introduced to the Christian
faith and accepted into the community. The tunnels that
walk us to Urretxu-Zumárraga. Dead factories of iron-steel.
Huge zombies from the 2008 economic crisis that killed so
many industries, and forced many families to migrate.
Meditations around life and death. However, most of the
way to Legazpi, pilgrims feel gratitude for being here, able to
walk the Ignatian Way and happy to do it. At the beginning
of the pilgrimage, we just pray for the people we love and
that we keep with us in our hearts, all the way long. And we
pray for you as well, our Facebook Friends!

Yes: a rainy day! It is not that often, but from time to time rain comes and "help" us to keep hydrated! Foggy
day that helps us to concentrate in our meditations. Our point that day was about purpose in life. God loves
us and He is ready to give up everything for our sake. And, consequently, Ignatius said, we should find a way
to devote our life to reverence, praise and serve Him, in everything and everyone. And going up and down
the mountains we can experience the gift of having nearby our pilgrims friends to encourage us and help us
in every way... even carrying the heavy load from our back! But... the most moving moment was when we
saw the Rainbow signal: No more rain! Well... that was for Noe... we had still ahead the worst rain coming
down to Arantzazu: rivers of rain! But, at the end of the step, we were safe and sound at Goiko Benta Hostel...
the one that Ignatius stayed in as well 500 years ago! (it was founded as a hostel in 1500!).

When you walk, it is difficult to summarize what
are you experiencing: such beauty in the fields
and gorgeous landscapes that bring your heart
close to God, can only be expressed with a sigh
and a picture that catches the moment. Even
more when you are walking hard, going up to
Entzia - Opakua: to keep the rhythm of your
breath is not easy! Mud is our companion all the
way. However, the light, the colors and the
highs that open your sight to the end of the
valley compensate everything. This is perhaps
the most beautiful step in the Ignatian Way...
although perhaps God will say that every step
has its own charm... actually... He is in
everything and everywhere, so... perhaps all of the steps are gorgeous. Let us keep walking and discovering
that step after step!

Pilgrims should not miss the explanation about the
Mayo Tree at San Vicente (look at the Official Guide of
the Camino Ignaciano) and should not miss the
opportunity to talk to Vicente either (ask for him at the
Bar) and visit the church of San Vicente de Arana. Do
not be afraid: the Devil has lost all his power and is just
under the all-powerful altarpiece. Beautiful work! We
are grateful to Araba local government that helps us to
understand the beauty of the locked churches through
the pictures and good written explanations … although
you are going to need a translator from Spanish. Bring
your google translator! Sadly, churches must be locked:
thieves are too keen on our great pieces of art! Pity! We
must protect our heritage.

The Way is evolving and changes a lot from one
year to another: pilgrims that experienced the
Ignatian Camino in 2013 will not recognize the
same Way now. The involvement of the local
administration has brought not only new
signalization but new services to the pilgrims:
did you know that Toni Transportes can take
your luggage from Laguardia down to Tudela?
Just check internet and you would find more
services, like the Atalaya house in Meano, to
shorten the step number 6.

One of the good things about living a pilgrimage in September is the
presence of grapes and figs on the trees: they are so sweet! But you
must be careful: your digestion can be difficult after so many sweet
gifts from mother nature! And... if we add some homemade
desserts... the combination can stop you from walking a couple of
days!
Nope! This was not the case! Do not worry: we
reached one of the most beautiful towns in Spain safe and sound.
Laguardia is worth for a visit.

In Logroño, already in the French Saint James
Way, Ignatius was waiting for us at the Jesuit
Parish at Huesca Street. The falling church bell
tower in Agoncillo and the Ebro River are just
some of the beauties of this part of the way,
crossing the La Rioja region. In Alagón, the city
Paradise of the Storks (not in September, sorry!),
pilgrims shouldn’t miss one of the most beautiful
stamp for the credential: ask in the Parish for it! It
is a good trophy after a long walk from Calahorra.
And in the following morning, don't miss the "Two
Caminos" sculpture: one old pilgrim walking in the
direction of Compostela and another pilgrim, a
young one, that symbolizes the New Camino
started in 2011: the Camino Ignaciano. One old and one young, both praising God for their kindness towards
all the pilgrims, and being grateful for His help in this challenging experience for our XXI century.

Some pilgrims are afraid of the Monegros and they should not.
It is true that services for pilgrims are very scarce, but the
landscape is so unique that it is worth to try the experience.
For us, as praying the Way, the Monegros steps call to a deeper
inner experience into the dryness of our lives, experiencing the
silence of the world surrounding us in this place, when we are
walking to Venta de Santa Lucia. We can meditate along the
National II asphalt road about traffic in our life, busy lives
crossing arid moments of tiredness and emptiness. The
Monegros is rich on metaphors. If to sleep under the stars is
not possible because of the cold or the fear of being alone in
the night, then pilgrims can take the 15:30 bus from Venta to
Bujaraloz, and keep going East the next morning from there,
following the Camino Ignaciano. In Candasnos, another
difficult point to stay, you can find a bed in El Pilar Hostel (if
available… call in advance!) or take the bus at 16:15 to Fraga...
and keep going.

Catalonia, the last region to
be conquered by the ignatian
pilgrim, welcomes us with
open arms and its green fields
and Segre River. We lost the
company of the Ebro River
after Zaragoza and we meet
the Segre after the Cinca
River in Fraga. Many rivers
and shrines along the way to
recall us that our way must
flow like water, just as our
prayer is channeled by the
Spiritual Exercises and the
traditional shrines of our
faith. As we said before,
pilgrims know that too often
churches are closed trying to avoid damage: in Tarrega do not miss the one of our Lady of the Dawn. It is a
wonderful piece of art from our XXI century. In 2019, at the entrance we read an awful graffiti: "The only
church that bright is the one on fire"... we understood why it should be locked! There is always someone
that thinks on doing evil. Mercy upon them.

Two places of special interest for us: one is Verdú, and the
other one is Cervera. Verdú, the home of Saint Peter Claver,
the known servant of the enslaved men and women that
were brought from Africa to Cartagena de Indias, Colombia.
A man for others. A man that did not keep anything for him
and gave up his life to the poor and dying, making his love
for Jesus Christ something practical. The Shrine of Peter
Claver offers a video of his life in English that is worth it to
watch. And the city of Cervera... a place full of history: the
birth of the parliament in Catalonia in 1359, the place of the
engagement of the Catholic Kings Isabella and Ferdinand, the
place of the University founded after the war of 1714 as a
punishment to the Catalans, that fought against the king Felip V. Beautiful church full of secrets... If you want to get
more, ask at the tourist office in Cervera.

Gastronomy is part of the
experience. Of course, sandwiches
are one of the most visited courses,
but from time to time, it is
good to find some other
gastronomical delicatessen. To
share a table is a good mean to bind
our relationship. Good bocadillo in
La Panadella - Bayona Bar,
wonderful patisserie in Igualada,
grilled wonders at Sant Pau de la
Guardia - El Celler (don't miss that!),
nice salad and paella at Nuria
Restaurant
in
Las
Ramblas
(Barcelona, good!) or a simple table
on the street at San Vicente de Arana, all those wonderful moments became special times to be grateful to
God for the community and the caring love that He was showing
at every instant. At the pilgrim's shelter of Jorba, enjoy the
friendship of the very famous cook and parish priest, Enrique,
that hosts the pilgrims at his parish house.

Pilgrims walking in the midst of the
fog, guided by the rising Sun, close
to Igualada. Like in daily life, when
fog vanishes, life comes back with all
its colors and we feel that we can
conquer the world. As Ignatius says,
think and pray that after the
desolation of the mist, consolation
is going to come soon... so keep
walking! And help will come under
the shape of an ignatian Sun or an
Orange Arrow!

And let us end our long month on the Ignatian Way, walking up and
down Montserrat, and visiting Manresa. The old bridge welcomes the
pilgrims and the big house of the Cave of Saint Ignatius is a reference
point for the visit. Of
course the Basilica of La
Seu as well. But don't
forget the small Rapture
chapel: it is worth it a
visit and you will find
there the image of
Ignatius, caught in a
spiritual rapture, at some
time in 1522. Ignatius
learned a lot in Manresa.
Not only is the place of
the Greatest Illumination but it is as well the place of getting to
understand that the greatest work that we must do is to let God to work
in us. Jesus is the Master who is leading the Way. We must just only follow Him. That was a healing
experience for Ignatius at that chapel of the Rapture.

See you in our next Camino of Ignatius!

