Learning how to discern along the
Way

Robin Koning sj
Step 21 - Camino Ignaciano experience

Interesting spiritual journey yesterday. I began my 33km walk feeling somewhat
anxious about the day, finding it hard to stay in the present, which was actually
quite delightful, with my mind always looking ahead to later in the day when I
would be trudging along wearily in the heat. As I was trying to speak to the Lord
about this, I had a sense he was saying it was up to me - up to me whether I
wanted to do this long walk today, and how I approached it (race on to get it over
with and get to the Jesuit community earlier, or take it gently in stages with a
number of breaks along the way, or go some distance and then get a bus...). It
was a bit like some people who, when travelling together, decide that one will
plan one day’s activities and the other will plan the next. It was as though Jesus
were saying this one was mine.

[ felt much lighter after this - letting go the sense of this as a hard duty I just
need to get done, and sensing the Lord just happy to be with me whatever I
decided to do, and that good things would come of whatever options I chose.

That was all well and good until, after a long lunch break at a restaurant in
Alcarras, I set off in the mid-afternoon heat when any sensible person would be
having a siesta. I trudged along for what I was sure must have been 6 or 7 km
until I got to a sign saying 1'd only gone 4. I found myself feeling resentful along
the way - why wasn 't Jesus making this easier, giving me more consolation along
the way? Why was he making me do this anyway? Silly things, at one level, and
yet the sort of thoughts and feelings that emerge at times and reveal something of
how we perceive God, whatever our articulated image of God might be. (Some
speak of this as our operative image of God - what actually operates in our lives,
at least at times or in moments of greater stress, rather than the nice things we
might articulate). Here it was revealing part of me that just wants God to make
things feel good, to ensure plain sailing, on the one hand, or as the cruel slave-
master forcing me to do this pointless long walk (as it seemed that afternoon).
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As I sat pondering this in Butsenit, Jesus reminded me of the morning’s
conversation (he’s got a pretty good memory) - that the day was mine to decide
what to do with. I had set it up, in that stage after lunch, as something I had to do
- finish this stage on foot. Jesus had given me freedom to do what I wanted. I still
had 10km to go - I could check out bus options, taxis, call the Jesuits in Lleida for
help. The only one forcing me to walk the whole thing was myself.

Again, I felt freer and lighter. This was confirmed by a reading in the Office from
Galatians for yesterday: «You are not a slave anymore.” So obvious, and a
message I know - but needed to learn again.

In the end, I chose to continue walking, with the promise that most of the way
was along a river. A brief conversation with an artist as I left Butsenit seemed
confirmation of this decision. He was finishing a mural on a wall there which he
hoped would welcome and encourage pilgrims as they walked that way. He
certainly welcomed and encouraged me. And soaking my hat and shirt in the river
waters along the way cooled things down nicely. Still a tough haul into town since
I could see the city for some kilometres before getting there, and it never seemed
to get closer. But step by step, we got there.

Josep Ll Iriberri sj to Robin: keep in mind that God is always walking with you and
this is the deepest lesson that you can learn in our Ignatian Way: in the good and
in the bad... He is always there... and He asks us just to be faithful to Him... like
Jesus walking to Jerusalem... for the good and for the bad... are we not going to
take the bad? Real life! Always with the Love of God singing in our ears... if we
keep a bit of silence... just the silence needed to contemplate the artist finishing
his Paint on the wall.



Peregrinos en La Rioja

Un grupo de peregrinos andaluces son entrevistados por los informativos de la
Television Espaiiola.
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Feliz Fiesta de San Ignacio

En la celebraciéon de San Ignacio, la iglesia de Santa Maria del Mar en
Barcelona se vistio de gala en la capilla de San Ignacio y en su memoria se
celebro la misa. El Dr. Salvador Pie es el rector de la iglesia
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Georgetown Prep Pilgrimage 2017

El colegio de Georgetown Preparatory School en Washington DC ha culminado
una preciosa peregrinacioén que explican con imagenes y videos en su Blog.
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Consultar aqui
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Georgetown Prep aprendiendo
como Inigo
The Ignatian Way as a Summer School of the Spirit? What a wonderful idea!

Un participante del ultimo Camino de Georgetown Prep (Washington DC, USA),
estudiante de castellano en la escuela, comparte su experiencia en breves
palabras:iNos hemos vencido a nosotros mismos!

Siguiendo las huellas de Ignatius, hemos conocido y experimentado en directo el
cambio que Ignatius enfrento siglos antes que nosotros y los hemos aproximado a
nuestros propios cambios. Nosotros entramos en un nuevo y extrafio mundo
cuando escogimos realizar este camino. Desde el comienzo del camino, hemos
crecido gracias al contacto con la gente en Espana y nuestro grupo, los lugares
hermosos, y las ubicaciones importantes para Ignatius. A pesar de los grandes
desafios que se nos han presentado a nosotros, hemos podido superarlos -por
supuesto con el respaldo de nuestro guia el Padre Irriberri- para asi entrar con
mas profundidad en la experiencia peregrina. En otras palabras, descubrimos
mas sobre nuestras vidas espirituales para acercarnos a Dios. Cada cosa de esta
peregrinacion nos ayudaba encontrar la manera para ser hombres mejores. Por
ejemplo, el paisaje del campo hispanico y la arquitectura de las aldeas antiguas
nos mostraban una vida peculiar que nunca habiamos visto. Por supuesto, todo
no fue simpatico: andando los caminos, nos dolian nuestras piernas como si
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estuviesen rotas y el sudor nos cansaba mdas. Muy dificil. No obstante, esto
también destaca Dios en nuestras vidas. Ignatius dijo que Dios esta presente en
cualquier momento -incluso en nuestros retos- por lo que creo que pudimos
desarrollarnos también a través del dolor y el aburrimiento de los muchos
kilémetros, como Ignatius lo hizo. Es menester que reflexionemos sobre nuestros
tiempos de felicidad y de agonia para crecer asi en nuestra alma, peregrinando
con el corazon asi como con los pies. De hecho, pienso que este camino, con sus
ventajas y desventajas, nos libera de nuestros pensamientos ciegos para ver Dios
cara a cara. Sobre todo, nos hemos vencido a nosotros mismos, nuestras
aparentes limitaciones para seguir a Jesus. Hemos vencido las distracciones de la
sociedad moderna para descubrir quién somos. Por ultimo, sugiero que cualquier
persona que quiera fortalecer su fe en su Dios o vivir mas cdmodo en la vida
cotidiana piensen en hacer este camino con Ignatius.

Gracias, Ryan Frant/Zuri AMDG
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Una mirada rapida al Camino
Ignaciano Catalan

Un video que te ayuda a sonar con ser peregrino.

¢Buscando wuna agencia de


http://caminoignaciano.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/20170614_120708.jpg
https://caminoignaciano.org/una-mirada-rapida-al-camino-ignaciano-catalan/
https://caminoignaciano.org/una-mirada-rapida-al-camino-ignaciano-catalan/
https://caminoignaciano.org/buscando-una-agencia-de-peregrinos/

peregrinos?

Diversas agencias de viajes estan incluyendo dentro de sus productos de turismo
religioso y de peregrinaciones al Camino Ignaciano.

Se ofrecen en diversas versiones: andando, en autobus, mas o menos dias...

Consulta nuestra pagina en la Oficina del Peregrino.

Peregrinos ignacianos con la
asociacion Jacobea en Australia

Un grupo de peregrinos ignacianos australianos publica su experiencia en la
Revista de la Asociacién de Amigos del Camino de Santiago en Espafa. Esta
asociacién se fundé el 2011 con la misién de promover las rutas de peregrinacién
hacia Santiago en Espana.

Ver el articulo aqui
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Memoria del Camino 2016

Datos sobre la evolucion del
Camino Ignaciano

La Oficina del Peregrino del Camino Ignaciano present6 sus datos sobre el afio
2016.

Aunque el nimero de peregrinos ha disminuido después del afio jubilar, se sigue
aumentando la participacion.

Descargar el documento aqui

Memoria 2016

Josep Lluis Iriberri, sj
Obra Apostdlica Camino Ignaciano — OACI

Oficina del Peregrino del Camino ignaciano
Lldria, 13

08010 Barcelona
www.caminoignaciano.org

932 522 890 - 933 012 350
oficina.central@caminoignaciano.org
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La Guia Oficial del Camino
Ignaciano en Inglés

Respondiendo a la gran demanda del mundo angldéfono, la Guia Oficial del Camino
Ignaciano ha sido publicada en version inglesa. Se puede obtener online en la
web del Grupo Loyola Comunicaciones o también en la web de Amazon o

solicitando aqui: oficina.central@caminoignaciano.org

En marzo 2018 se podra también adquirir en su versién inglesa el segundo libro
del Camino Ignaciano: «Camino de Sanacion hacia la Libertad»
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GUIDE TOTHE CAMINO IGNACIANO

In 1522, Ignatius of Loyola decided to become a pilgrim.
The consequences of this choice touch us today in this
new twenty-first century pilgrimage. Thanks to this guide,
we can follow in the footsteps of Ignatius and choose
from our Camino’s options the level of intensity we are
looking for: shelter or pension, hotel or tent, supermarket
or restaurant, all on foot or using public transport ... each
pilgrim can choose his or her own way and reach his or
her personal goal, completing the physical, spiritual and
mental challenges that every pilgrimage presents.

This guide points out the most prominent places along the
route, the services available in cach region and the struggles
to be faced by the pilgrim who takes up the challenge. It
also offers practical advice for advance preparation. Above
all, itoffers tips for journeying the «inner way», a path to the
hearts of twenty-first century men and women following in
the footsteps of Ignatius, who overcame uncertainty and
hardship to find enlightenment and peace. The pilgrim,
in all certainty, will not feel let down.

JOSE LUIS IRIBERRI DIAZ is a Jesuit, pilgrim and
experienced guide. The Society of Jesus assigned him the
task of beginning and promoting the Camino Ignaciano
in 2o11. Since then, he has been balancing his job as
Director of the Pilgrim’s Office with his dedication to the
San Ignacio FFaculty of Tourism and Hotel Management
in Ramon Llull University.

CHRIS LOWNEY worked for JP Morgan for seventeen
vears as a Managing Director in New York, Tokyo,
Singapore and London. He is currently board chair of
Catholic Health Initiatives, one of America’s largest
healtheare systems. He helped conceive the Camino
Ignaciano project and has collaborated on it from its genesis.
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A personal experience with Christ

Walking El Camino Ignaciano—September 22, 2016-October 21, 2016

Donna Garnett Pfeufer. «I find myself in Spain walking the 640 km from Loyola to
Manresa. I was eager to discern what God was calling me to do on this part of my
life’s journey. I joined...»

Do you want to know something more about this very amazing experience? Just
read it here.

Renovada presencia de San
Ignacio en Barcelona

Renovacion de la Capilla de San Ignacio en la iglesia de Santa Maria del
Mar en Barcelona

Santa Maria del Mar es un lugar emblematico para los peregrinos ignacianos. Alli
San Ignacio pedia limosna sentado en una grada lateral de la iglesia. Los
barcelonenses del siglo XVI recuerdan aquel hombre de baja estatura que no sélo
pedia para su subsistencia, sino también para los de otros mendigos de la ciudad.
Con generosidad hacia otros, Ifnigo extendia la mano para acoger la caridad de los
feligreses. La Compania de Jesus ha renovado ese lugar ofreciendo la oportunidad
de conocer mejor a este santo mendigo a los peregrinos, feligreses y visitantes.
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